Since many years, an American photographer living in France has gone about Mexico with "Lottery Eyes." Her name is Jill Hartley and her game consists of composing, from the personal recordings of her traveling camera, a series of images that are both a variation and homage to the pictures of the still popular game of chance that is, since decades, a pastime in town fairs and family gatherings throughout our country.
Thus the Mexican landscape and everyday flora and fauna, its people in their ordinary comings and goings, their daily objects provide the models for a lottery in black and white, a new version of that colorful universe where luck chooses between the lady and the devil, the barrel and the mermaid, the venomous scorpion and death with her scythe. Here, the place of "The Woman" is occupied by an aerial portrait of the volcano Iztaccihuatl. An electric light bulb used as a vase, takes the place of "The Pear." "The Star" is a piñata and also invited to this feast of images is the modern airplane, with its shadow projected onto the world's largest city. (...)
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The project of the photographic lottery, since its beginning, did not wager on the mere citing of the traditional figures, but rather intended to open up the possibilities of the game to new themes and combinations while lending itself to be played just like the cardboard game sold modestly from street stalls. This collection of photographic images, scenes and corners of Mexico today, is a compact and entertaining game to play on a tabletop and comes in a box set containing a book, game boards and the cards of chance. 

Alfonso Morales 
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